
I’ve never been a fan of birdhouses. Why 
welcome something to your yard that 
really wants to poo on your head?

Yet, inspiration works in weird ways. 
While visiting Maine in February I saw 
an enormous birdhouse that looked like 
a jointer plane hanging outside Liberty 
Tool, an ironmonger. I just had to have 
one to hang above my shop door. 

Old Plane Birdhouse
b y  C h r i s to p h e r  s C h wa r z

every woodworker 

should spruce up the  

yard (or the shop) with 

this simple birdhouse.

For birds both plane and fancy. This birdhouse would look great in your yard, above the door to your 
shop or even in your shop.

lead photo by al parrish; step photo & illustrations by the author

Simple, Quick & Fun
This birdhouse is based on a Marples 14" 
razee jack plane I own. I scaled it up to 
35" long so it would look good above a 
standard door. If you’d like to make yours 
bigger, you can scale our model by down-
loading the free SketchUp file through 
our web site.

You’ll need about 10 to 12 board feet of 
a weather-resistant wood. I used cypress. 
And don’t forget the waterproof glue and 
stainless (or galvanized) fasteners.

The whole project takes about three 
hours, so it also was great therapy for 
me after coming off of an intense three-
month-long project.

Begin by gluing up the wood for the 
thick wedge and the tote. These pieces 

are made by gluing two pieces of stock 
face-to-face. Clamp them up and set them 
aside for the glue to dry.

Next Up: The Sidewalls
After ripping all your parts to width, begin 
by shaping the two sidewalls. Lay out the 
razee shape on one sidewall using the 

“A boat is not a boat unless it’s in 
the water.”

— John Gardner (1905 - 1995)
founder of Mystic Seaport’s boatbuilding program

drawing as a guide. Cut the shape on the 
band saw and clean it up with a spindle 
sander. Then use the first sidewall to lay 
out the pattern for the second.

Cut that one close, then tape the two 
sidewalls together and shape them simul-
taneously so they are identical. I used the 
spindle sander here as well.
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Old Plane Birdhouse
	 No.	 item	 dimeNsioNs	(iNches)
	 	 	 t	 W	 L

❏	 2 sidewalls 3⁄4 61⁄2 35

❏ 1 toe 3⁄4 5 61⁄2

❏ 1 top 3⁄4 5 8

❏ 1 Front of mouth 3⁄4 5 5

❏ 1 Frog 3⁄4 5 31⁄2

❏ 1 plate for tote 3⁄4 5 171⁄2

❏ 1 divider 3⁄4 5 31⁄4

❏ 1 heel 3⁄4 5 43⁄4

❏ 1 sole 3⁄4 5 331⁄2

❏ 1 tote 11⁄2  71⁄2 10

❏ 1 wedge 11⁄2 5 91⁄4

❏ 1 iron 1⁄2 5 18

  Go Online for more …

You’ll find links to all these online extras at:
u  popularwoodworking.com/aug10

blog: Read Chris’s blog, which gets 
updated five times a week.

projects: Get more free outdoor projects 
from our web site.

web site: View many of the common hole 
sizes for different species of birds.

to buy: More than a dozen instant down-
loadable birdhouse plans are in our store.

in our store: Buy “Birdhouses You Can 
Build in a Day.”

All of our products are available online at:
u  WoodworkersBookShop.com

u

This plane is hollow. Glue and nail all the interior 
pieces as shown before you screw the second 
sidewall in place.

Assembly. What, Already?
Cut the interior parts to size: the toe, heel, 
top, front of the mouth, frog, divider and 
sole. Sand or plane them smooth, then get 
your nails out.

Glue and nail these seven pieces to 
the sidewall that will eventually have the 
entrances for the birds (you’ll bore those 
holes later). 

Now shape the tote. Remove the thick 
piece that you glued up earlier from the 
clamps and cut it to size using the pat-
terns  and drawings provided above. Dress 
it smooth and then screw the tote to the 
plate for the tote. Glue and nail the finished 
assembly to the sidewall.

Shape the iron and the wedge using the 
drawings to guide you. Glue and nail them 
in place to the sidewall and the frog.

Be Bird-friendly
Drill some ventilation and drainage holes 
in the sole and in the top of the plane using 
a 1⁄4" bit. Then decide what sort of birds you 
want to attract and drill entrance holes that 
are based on the species (a quick search on 

the Internet will call up the hole sizes for 
a variety of birds). I want to attract Purple 
Martins, so I drilled my holes at 17⁄8" in 
diameter.

So that the birdhouse is easy to clean, 
attach the second sidewall to your birdhouse 
using No. 8 x 11⁄4" stainless screws.

To hang the birdhouse, I made a French 
cleat. One half gets screwed to the sidewall. 
Its mate gets screwed to the house, right 
above my shop door.

And what about having the birdhouse 
hanging over my shop door? That seems 
stupid. Maybe. But perhaps the threat of 
some loose-boweled birds will prevent 
my neighbors from pestering me when 
I’m working in the shop. PWM

Chris is editor of this magazine and married to a crazy 
cat lady, who just might like the idea of a birdhouse that 

attracts food (I mean birds) to the yard.

wedge & iron detail

tote pattern

elevation
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